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Lesson: Genesis 3: Everything began “Good” But…: The Origin of Corruption
Genesis 3 explains how the beauty of creation was tarnished, disobedience was accepted by humanity, and corruption ensued. Genesis 3 tells us what happens when his creation tells God we know than he does about his creation.   
Biblical Takeaways (3:1-24)
1. The Deceitful Serpent and the Deceived People (3:1-7)
a. The Serpent in verse 1 was not a regular serpent. Serpents never spoke. This was a divine creature who manifested as a serpent. He was rebellious against God and had a plan to have human beings join him in his rebellion. 
b. His question to the woman, “has God said” was a direct challenge to the will of God. His statement of confidence about death gave support to his desire to have human beings join him in rebellion. He was essentially calling God a liar and charging that God was hiding something from humans. Be careful when you think you know more than God or that you should be suspicious of God. 
c. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil was kept from humanity because it signified a life without suffering and death. To know good is one thing, but to know evil is something else. This was not just informational knowledge but experiential, the experience of evil, suffering and death. This knowledge pushed humans to be independent instead of God-dependent. 
2. Loss of Fellowship with God (3:8-11): When they heard God’s presence walking, they hid from God. You know something must be wrong when you hide from the one who gives you life and sustains you. They hid because of their nudity but prior to this moment, God was their clothing. Now they were trying to cover themselves. 
3. Accountability and Death (3:12-19)
a. Sin brings a lack of accountability. The man blamed the woman; the woman blamed the serpent. But all willingly participated in their own downfall. All creation suffers from a curse as a result. Corruption has entered into the world and now all things die.
b. The curse of the serpent is to crawl on its belly and eat dirt (the substance of humanity). Snakes do not eat dirt. This is metaphor for the devil’s relationship to death and destruction. And the seed of the woman would ultimately destroy him even though he bit his heel. 
c. The woman is cursed with suffering through her task of multiplication, the sign of blessing. And she could be mistreated by men. 
d. The man’s task of caretaking would bring about suffering and his life would end in death, returning to the dust from whence he came. 
4. Loss of Paradise and God’s Covering (3:20-24) (Eve: (Heb: Hava) means life)
a. God ended up making them clothing to cover them because their own clothes were insufficient. 
b. God banished humans from the garden because they must not ever live forever by eating the tree of life in their dehumanized state. Humans were made to live forever covered by God. God does not want us to live forever as rebellious creatures like the devil. Thus, God shut the way to paradise with cherubs.
