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Lesson: Studying the Gospel of Jesus Christ Pt. 3 (Mark 1:1-15; Isaiah 52:1-12; Romans 1:1-17)
The gospel: The message proclaims that God is the proper king and ruler of the
world. Jesus Christ came as God to be king of all the nations. He is the rightful king
because he is the creator of the universe. Since we live in a world filled with
deception, the gospel is necessary to tell the truth of Jesus’s Lordship. This good
news allows those who trust it to be protected through God’s power and
righteousness. All those who do not will find themselves headed towards oblivion.

A. The Gospel Separates (Rom 1:1-7)
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Paul was separated for the gospel. Paul mentions that he himself was marked
out for the purpose of preaching the good news. The way God chose to situate
and organize the world was by “faith.” Those who want to live with God must
believe in the God they want to live with. They must trust the way he chooses
for them to live. This required God to select some people whose whole
purpose is to share with others this news and how to live with God. Paul was
separated out from others for this work.

Jesus was separated, marked out as both the subject and example of the
gospel. Paul mentions that Jesus was marked out, separated, from all people in
the world as the very subject of this gospel. He is the one marked out as the
seed of David, the chosen Messiah, the anointed one, set to be ruler of the
whole world. God declared this truth with power when he was raised from the
dead. This feat separated Jesus from all rulers who end their reigns in death.
Jesus’s reign never ends. Thus, all of the enemies of Jesus will be defeated,
including death itself for all.

Paul was charged by the living Lord Jesus to preach the gospel to all people so
that they might be saved from death itself. Their disobedience leads to their
death but their adherence to the gospel will overcome the power of death with
the power of life in Jesus Christ. Thus, all people who obey the gospel are
marked out from the disobedient who choose not to trust it.

B. The Gospel brings no shame (1:16-17)
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Paul was honored to preach the gospel because it is the power of God for
salvation. It is God’s mechanism that separates the wheat from the tare. When
people trust in the power of Jesus’s name, they are promised life forevermore.
But the caveat is that people must believe it. It is by faith that God has chosen
his people. Those who want to inherit God’s covenant blessings, the wealth of
heaven itself, must be willing to trust what they cannot see in the moment.
They must believe in what God has done for them through Jesus Christ.



