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Lesson: Studying the Gospel of Jesus Christ Pt. 2 (Mark 1:1-15; Isaiah 52:1-12; Romans 1:1-17)
L The gospel: God is king
A. The Message that changes the world

1.

God reigns. Since God reigns, the things that deprived Israel of their land,
language, and lives would be defeated by the victorious king.

This message was not just for them but for all the nations who thought their
gods reigned. They must come to accept the message that the only true and
living God who reigns is YHWH. He reigns alone.

B. YHWH has come already (Marl 1:1-13)

1.

Mark tells us that the Lord appeared to establish his throne in the world. This
has already happened. He presents us with the messenger of the Lord, John
the Baptist, who baptized in the river Jordan. The people being baptized in the
Jordan to inherit the promises of God. But the narrative is written in a way to
reveal that when Mark tells us about John’s proclamation, the Lord whom
they sought was Jesus. He was the one for whom John was preparing the way.
Jesus came to the world as no mere human. He was and always will be God in
the flesh.

But though he is God, he still surrendered himself as a man of Israel to be
baptized for the glory of God and the restoration of his people and all the
world.

He was declared to be God’s Son to show the world that he not only is
uniquely the Son of God, worthy of our adoration and veneration but that he
alone has the ability to defeat our worst enemy, the devil. (See Ps 2:6-8)

C. The Son of God gave us his euaggelion, his gospel, his good news, to be trusted
and to be seen through us (Mark 1:14-15)

1.

Jesus, the Son of God, declared the time was now. As in Isaiah, he was
proclaiming an end to the time of deprivation of God’s people. Though self-
inflicted, the time of prosperity was near.

Jesus reestablished David’s throne but not in the way they anticipated (2 Sam
7:14). His death and resurrection would bring about a new kingdom which
would literally take over the world and threaten the ruling power of darkness.
Real Christianity threatens all forms of government rooted in idolatry. This is
why Christianity, real Christianity, is always persecuted.

The sinful state of Israel and the whole world could not be overestimated. Sin
inundates everything we do. We mess up while we clean up. The only way to
enter and stay in God’s promises is to repent. Jesus told Israel and tells us that
we will only be able to accept this new kingdom, repentance, a change in
thinking and behavior is necessary.

But then the good news of the kingdom must be believed and trusted. We
believe the good news of God’s reign because we cannot always see it in its
fulness. But the glimpse we have of it assures us of its reality and that we can
trust, have confidence, that all of what it promises will come to pass one day.



