Homegoing Celebration

Brother Charles Edward Johnson, Jr
Jr.
Sunrise
January 6, 1946

Sunset
September 7, 2013

Monday, September 16, 2013
11:00 a.m.
New Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church
708 Goldwire Place SW
Birmingham, AL 35211
Rev. Dr. James H. Brooks, Senior Pastor
Officiating

The Obituary

Charles Edward Johnson, Jr. was the first born son to the late Charles Edward and Mary Albert Johnson
Sr. in Birmingham, AL. He was born on his Dad’s birthday, January 6, 1946. From the moment of his
birth he brought joy and laughter to his young parent’s heart. He was affectionately called Junior by family, friends and neighbors. As a youngster he was the favorite child in the community and family extending a hand by escorting many neighbors’ daughters to their first formal dance; patiently chauffeuring
neighbors to fishing outings and local vacations which continued throughout his life with seniors in our
church. Truly he exuded neighbor during his youth and continued throughout his lifetime. Always offering whatever assistance needed for seniors and single mothers. He was blessed
with many talents and gifts using all of them to glorify God.
He gave his life to Christ at an early age and joined New Pilgrim Missionary Baptist
Church and remaining a faithful member until he succumbed to this life. He
worked in numerous ministries: Sunday school, January Sheepfold, Singing
Churchmen, Church Picnic, Vacation Bible School Teacher, Boy Scout Troop Leader,
Youth Detention Ministry; always willing to lend a hand wherever needed.
As a young man, Charles served his country. He married young and this union was
blessed with three handsome sons: Charles III, Christopher and Corey (preceded
him in death). He continued to serve as a man of faith, learning to be content in all
situations. He always remained encouraged believing God would restore.
Later he met his loving wife Debra, and was blessed with his favorite daughter,
Christa and his son, Charles (Big Boy). Though this marriage endured many challenges, it was always
filled with love and hope. This union was blessed by God. Charles was a man of great faith; he loved
God, family and church. He always spoke a kind word to everyone. He touched so many lives with his
infectious smile and many kind gestures. He loved his bucket garden and sharing the harvest with family,
friends and neighbors. Always with a heart of gratitude that God had allowed him a second chance.
Charles seized the opportunity to reflect, heal, to love and be loved; to pray and fellowship.
The past seven years have been so precious to us; Charles’ greatest quest was his illness. He never wavered in his faith; always believing now he’s walking in his healing. He had a testimony; always encouraging others not to lose faith; just claim the Victory in Jesus. Words cannot express the loss to our family,
community and church with his absence; but he is still looking from above and bidding us a farewell but
not goodbye. His final act of love to us was to build a home for his family and leave us safe knowing that
God would provide all that we needed. Though there are infinite days of loneliness and sorrow that lie
ahead; we are all the better for knowing and loving this wonderful, kind and gentle man known as
Charles Jr.
Charles was summoned to glory to rest in eternal peace on September 7, 2013. His life, legacy and
dreams are reflected to those he touched the most: his loving and faithful wife of over thirty years,
Debra; his children: Charles III & Christopher (Lansing MI); Christa Erin and Charles E.G.(Hoover, AL);
a loving mother, Mary A. Johnson (Birmingham, AL); brother, Alvin (Carole) Johnson (Birmingham, AL);
sister, Deborah Lee (Birmingham, AL); sister in law, Jacqueline (Vincent) Stewart (Kathleen, GA) ;
brother-in-law, Leon (Monica) Greene( Huntsville, AL); grandchildren: Jarvis (Birmingham. AL),
Dominique & Darius (Lansing, MI) and Kenya pup (Hoover, AL), aunts: Billy Ransom (Forestdale, AL) ,
Julia (Herman) Evans ( Cleveland, OH) and Mary Greene (Greensboro, AL); uncles: John Snow ( Birmingham, AL); Harold (Henrietta) Snow (Atlanta, GA), a nephew, nieces and a host of cousins and other
relatives.

The Order of Service
Processional
Selection —New Pilgrim Baptist Singing Churchmen
The Holy Scriptures
New Testament — Minister Ronald Calhoun
Old Testament — Reverend Jerry Cunningham, Associate Pastor
Invocation — Reverend Robert Bearden
Pastor, Mt. Zion Baptist Church
Selection — The Singing Churchmen
Obituary — Read Silently
Selection — The Singing Churchmen
Eulogy — Reverend Dr. James H. Brooks, Senior Pastor
Recessional
———————————————————

Motorcade

Alabama National Cemetery
3133 Highway 119, Montevallo, AL
———————————————————

Repast

Mt. Pilgrim Christian Academy
6746 Grasseli Road Fairfield, AL 35064

Flower Bearers

Family and Friends

Pallbearers

Singing Churchmen

Acknowledgement

The family of the late Charles Edward Johnson Jr. wishes
to acknowledge, with sincere appreciation, the many
comforting visits, phone calls floral tributes, prayers, and
other expressions of kindness and concern evidenced at this
time in thought and deed. Special Thanks to Dr. James
Lasker, Princeton Baptist Fifth Floor Nurses: Dean, Lauren
& Susan, PCA for caring for Charles during his illness. A
more personal acknowledgment will be made at a later
date.
Final Care Entrusted

to Bushelon Funeral Home

Psalm 46
God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear,
though the earth give way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their surging.
There is a river whose streams make
glad the city of God,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.
God is within her, she will not fall;
God will help her at break of day.
Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
he lifts his voice, the earth melts.
The LORD Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Come and see what the LORD has done,
the desolations he has brought on the earth.
He makes wars cease
to the ends of the earth.
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the shield with fire.
He says, “Be still, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth.”
The LORD Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

